
 
Tucson Meet Yourself October 12-13-14, 2012 

FOLK ARTS TRADITION BEARER-DEMONSTRATOR GUIDELINES 
 
Mission 
The mission of Tucson Meet Yourself is to research, document, interpret and present the living traditional arts and expressions of 
everyday life of the folk and ethnic communities of the multi-national Arizona-Sonora region. 
 
Purpose 
Tucson Meet Yourself celebrates the richness and diversity of the state of Arizona, and of the Arizona-Sonora region’s multi-national 
folk and ethnic communities, through music, dance, traditional arts, healing arts and products, foodways, sports, games, street arts, 
stories, crafts, occupational arts, cultural heritage, and other forms of expressions that reflect the folk life of Arizona-Sonora.  
 
TRADITIONAL FOLK ARTS DEMONSTRATORS 
Tradition Bearers are carefully selected from a wide variety of cultures and occupations, proudly sharing, demonstrating 
and explaining their traditions and skills.  Selection of individual folk artists for the TMY Tradition Bearer Demonstration 
area(s) is based on the following criteria. 

The Tradition Bearer or folk artist: 

• practices a traditional artistic activity or skill that is passed along from person to person within a cultural 
group and has value and continuity for the group as a whole. The artistic skills are those that remain 
within living memory and still function within a community, rather than those that died out long ago. 

• practices this art within the context of a particular cultural group or community. Community may be 
defined by many different factors including occupation, ethnicity, region, neighborhood, religion or family. 
Folk artists should be members of the cultural groups represented by the arts they practice. 

• learned the skill informally from others within the community, orally or by example, rather than through 
books, classes, or other means of academic or commercial instruction. Folk artists usually learn their 
repertoire from older community members. 

• expresses his or her community's traditional values, aesthetics, and needs through this work. Although 
individual folk artists may be creative and innovative, they do not depart so far from traditional styles, 
forms, and repertoires that their work no longer reflects the community's ongoing standards of beauty and 
function. 

• creates work primarily (or at least partially) for use within the community. While we recognize that for 
centuries folk artists have engaged with marketplaces and sales of objects, we prefer to feature at TMY 
artists whose purpose and body of work is NOT created exclusively for an outside audience or market 
(e.g., tourists). If unsure, artists should highlight in their application to TMY the part of their work or body 
of work that connects them to their community and traditional ways and not simply the objects made for 
commercial purpose (although we realize that the line can be blurry sometimes).  

 
TMY Festival 2012 General Information 
Dates and times of the overall TMY Festival:  
Friday, October 12th, 11am – 10pm  
Saturday, October 13th,  11am – 10pm   
Sunday, October 14th, 11am – 4pm 
 
Dates and times of the 2012 Tradition Bearer DEMONSTRATIONS: 
(Optional ) Fri., Oct. 12th from 12pm – 5pm  (TRADITION BEARERS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE THROUGH FRIDAY EVENING) 

Saturday October 13th from 12pm– 5pm (TRADITION BEARERS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE THROUGH SATURDAY EVENING) 
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Sunday October 14th from 11am – 4pm  
*set up by 10:30am required on all three days, including Friday, October 12th  

 
2012 Tucson Meet Yourself Location for Tradition Bearers  
In 2012 Tucson Meet Yourself will curate the main demonstration area in the traditional Courthouse Courtyard. Another 
possible Folk Arts area may be considered in El Presidio Park nearby the Courthouse building. The Festival also will 
celebrate the Tohono O’odham and Pascua Yaqui traditions in unique pavilions located nearby the TCC and La Placita 
Festival areas. PLEASE NOTE: TMY reserves the right to designate Folk Arts areas as needed based on many other 
considerations and logistical matters; TMY reserves the right to assign artists to specific areas as needed. No artist is 
guaranteed a location in advance. 
 
Application Process 

• All tradition bearer/folk artists must apply each year, including folk artists who have participated in 
previous festivals. 

• Applicants must complete the online application and answer all questions. There will be several meetings 
held in downtown Tucson to assist tradition bearers in completing the online application.  

• Applications must be received by stated deadlines. Timely applications will be considered before late 
applications. 

• Applications are due August 17, 2012. Notification of acceptance by August 24, 2012. 
 
Honorariums 

• Tucson Meet Yourself provides an honorarium for each Tradition Bearer Demonstrator depending on our 
budget and funding. Artists have the option of waiving their honorarium to support Festival expenses. 

 
2012 Tucson Meet Yourself Store  
TMY Tradition Bearers who demonstrate at the Festival will have the opportunity to offer selected handicrafts 
for consignment in the TMY’s Store, which will be located in the Courtyard where demonstrations are taking 
place. Once we receive a tradition bearer application we will give further details on how items for consignment 
will be selected, priced and displayed.  
 
2012 Tucson Meet Yourself Deadlines for Tradition Bearers 
Application Deadline: Friday, August 17, 2012 
You will be notified of acceptance by Friday, August 24, 2012 
 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND ON FOLK & TRADITIONAL ARTS 
The folk and traditional arts are rooted in and reflective of the cultural life of a community. Community members may 
share a common ethnic heritage, language, religion, occupation, or geographic region. These vital and constantly 
reinvigorated artistic traditions are shaped by values and standards of excellence that are passed from generation to 
generation, most often within family and community, through demonstration, conversation, and practice. Genres of artistic 
activity include, but are not limited to, music, dance, crafts, and oral expression. - National Endowment for the Arts  
 
Any discussion of folk art must begin with a definition of those two rather hazy words, "folk" and "art." Art historians and 
collectors, artists and art critics, folklorists and anthropologists may define and use the two words quite differently. "Art" in 
the sense it is used here refers not to a class of object, but rather to that aspect of any object that goes beyond the strictly 
utilitarian, and which is intended to give pleasure to maker, viewer, or both. "Folk" refers to the object having been made 
by members of a specific cultural subgroup of the greater society, either for their own use or for "export" beyond their 
community to the society at large. 

The folk arts, as defined this way, are created within smaller communities and, in one way or another, serve the purposes 
of those communities. They tend to be conservative; that is, their tradition exerts a strong pull on the artists, who tend to 
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create within certain well-understood boundaries. Folk arts tend to reflect the specific aesthetic standards of the 
community within which they are created. Finally, folk artists learn their skills within their communities, by means that are 
sanctioned by that particular community for the learning of that particular art form. Thus western saddle makers and 
Mexican bakers learn through formal or informal apprenticeship, while quilters and Ukrainian Easter egg makers usually 
learn by working with and observing older relatives. 

Two important concepts for the understanding of folk art are "community" and "tradition." There are many exciting, 
untrained, highly individualistic artists all over the United States, but they are not folk artists in the sense I am using the 
term. A folk artist's work, rather than saying "look at me," states "this is who I am." Tradition is just as important as 
community. To be traditional does not mean to remain unchanged; rather, it means that folk art has a kind of depth in 
time. Piñatas in the shape of Bart Simpson are perfectly traditional; piñatas have been reflecting contemporary life since 
their earliest documentation in the 1890s. Likewise, low rider cars may be using contemporary materials, but they are 
assembled according to a baroque aesthetic that has been in place in Mexican culture since the 18th Century. 

Definitions such as this strive to understand the objects on something approaching the cultural terms under which they are 
(or were) created. True, some forms of folk art are appealing to collectors and museums, but this appeal does not often 
enter into the minds of the artists. It is fascinating to watch how the cultural functions and the meanings of such objects as 
cascarónes change as the objects themselves move across cultural boundaries.  

James S. Griffith, March 1995  

Folklore/Folklife is: 

• Living traditions passed down over time and through space. Since most folklore is passed down through 
generations, it is closely connected to community history. 

• Shared by a group of people who have something in common: ethnicity, family,region, occupation, 
religion, nationality, age, gender, social class, social clubs, school, etc. Everyone belongs to various 
groups; therefore, everyone has folklore of some sort.  

• Learned informally by word of mouth, observation, and/or imitation.  
• Made up of conservative elements (motifs) that stay the same through many transmissions, but folklore 

also changes in transmission (variants). In other words, folk traditions have longevity, but are dynamic 
and adaptable.  

• Usually anonymous in origin. 

  Folklore/Folklife is NOT: 

• Learned through workshops, classes, books, or magazines. 
• Something that is necessarily old or an antique; in fact, it is often contemporary and dynamic. 
• Written history, nor historical re-enactment (re-creating the past with actors). 

 
 

Thank you for your support of Tucson Meet Yourself. For more information,  
call Monica Surfaro Spigelman, 520-742‐4710 or email monica@tucsonmeetyourself.org. 
Tucson Meet Yourself is a non-profit, 501c3 arts and culture organization with the Tax ID #51--‐0195434. 
 
Mailing address: 
Tucson Meet Yourself 
PO Box 42044 
Tucson, AZ 85733 
www.tucsonmeetyourself.org 
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